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Table 1
Dogs implicated in the 28 newspaper reports on fatal attacks in Canada, 1990–2007

	
	Numbera (%) of 28 fatalities

	Number of dogs implicated in victim’s death
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1
	9 (32.1)
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2–3
	6 (21.4)
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4–6
	8 (28.6)
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8
	4 (14.3)
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Multiple dogs; number not reported
	1 (3.6)

	Domestication, socialization of dogsb
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Owned
	25 (89.3)
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/corehtml/pmc/pmcents/x2003.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image10.png]


Pet, farm, or yard dogs
	19 (67.9)
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Guard dogs
	1 (3.6)
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Sled dogs
	7 (25.0)
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Wild or stray dogs roaming in packs
	6 (21.4)
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Owned dogs’ familiarity with victimsb,c
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Belonged to or temporarily housed with victim’s family
	10 (35.7)
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Belonged to relative, friend, or neighbor of victim’s family
	8 (28.6)
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Unrelated
	8 (28.6)
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Unknown/not reported
	1 (3.6)
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Owned dogs’ access to victimb,c
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Restrainedd on property; unsupervised victim in dogs’ area
	8 (28.6)
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Unrestrained on property
	7 (25.0)
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Restrainedd off property; unsupervised victim in dogs’ area
	2 (7.1)
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Unrestrained off property; wandering in packs
	6 (21.4)
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Unknown/not reported
	3 (10.7)
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Owned dogs’ history of aggressionb,c
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Towards people
	5 (17.9)
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Towards animals
	2 (7.1)
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No history
	4 (14.3)
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Unknown/not reported
	14 (50.0)

	Breeds (total numbers) of dogs implicated
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Reports quoting dog owner or knowledgeable authority (n = 48)
	16 (57.1)
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American Staffordshire terrier (2)
	1 (3.6)
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Husky, Labrador (8); husky, Siberian (2)
	3 (10.7)
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Rottweiler (7)
	3 (10.7)
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“Sled dog” (22)
	4 (14.3)
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Rottweiler-German shepherd crossbreed (1)
	1 (3.6)
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Othere (6)
	6 (21.4)
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Reports not quoting dog owner or knowledgeable authorityf (14)g
	7 (25.0)
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Mixed breed/breed not specified (> 34)
	7 (25.0)


aNumber may add up to greater than a total of 28 (or respective subtotal) because dogs from more than 1 category were implicated in some attacks

bTotal number of dogs per category has not been tabulated

cBased on a subtotal of 25 owned dogs

dIncludes any method used to separate dogs from people including tethering, fencing in, etc

eRepresents 1 dog each from the following breeds: Border collie; bull mastiff; chow chow; Labrador cross; malamute; Maremma

fPublic perception of dangerous breeds may influence breed-reporting by layperson

gIncludes 1 or more dogs from the following breeds or their crossbreeds: chow chow, German shepherd, husky, rottweiler, pit bull-type
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